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RUNWAY REDUX

Prodigal Sun Returns

Caribbean Calls This Winter

Rehabilitation of 03/21 completed; on time, on budget

Those looking to escape the icy grasp of Father Winter this winter will
welcome the return of Sunwing’s Caribbean service.

107 days of work and $10 million later, Gander
International Airport has new and improved airside
infrastructure after completing the resurfacing of its
primary runway, 03/21.

Starting March 19, Sunwing Vacations commences weekly service to
Varadero, Cuba, and Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.
"We're pleased to continue
offering flights from Gander,"
said
Andrew
Dawson,
President of Tour Operations
at Sunwing. "Our customers
have
expressed
their
appreciation
for
the
convenience of travelling
from their local airport, as
well as the excellent service
they experience on our
Sunwing Airlines flights. We
are very proud to be able to
meet the vacation needs of so
many Canadians and pleased
to serve the Newfoundland
market which has been very
successful for us."

The project focused on rehabilitation of the airport’s
primary runway and associated taxiways. At 10,500 feet
long, Runway 03/21 is the longest civilian aerodrome
runway in Atlantic Canada and the 10th longest in the
nation.
Gander International Airport Authority (GIAA) President
and CEO Gary Vey called it a “red letter day” for Gander
International Airport as the runway reopened in early
September.
“It was the most significant capital works project
undertaken at Gander Airport in the last 25 years and
one that will significantly enhance safety and security,”
he said. “It was certainly our most pressing capital
requirement and we are delighted to see it addressed.”
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The $10 million project was cost-shared three ways with
the provincial and federal governments with each
committing $3.3 million toward the project. Federal
support for the project was from the Gateways and
Border Crossings Fund, which is designed to support
transportation and trade-related infrastructure at
Canada’s strategic gateways and border crossings. The
project would not have been possible without the
governments’ support, Mr. Vey said.
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“We have always maintained that it makes both business
and operational sense for governments to invest in
airport infrastructure and we are very pleased with the
confidence and commitment all levels of government
have shown toward the airport,” Mr. Vey said. “I would like
to thank the Government of Canada for its support of the
Atlantic Canadian airport community. I would like to
thank Department of Innovation,
Business and Rural Development
Minister Keith Hutchings for his
leadership on this project and also
our MHA, Minister O’Brien, for their
tireless work to bring this to reality.”
“The Government of Canada is
proud to have invested in the rehabilitation of Gander
International Airport’s primary runway,” said the
Honourable Denis Lebel, Minister of Transport,
Infrastructure and Communities. “We are supporting
long-term economic growth and job creation in
Newfoundland and Labrador. By ensuring the runway
surface, lighting and navigation systems are up-to-date,
these upgrades will improve safety, facilitate trade and
help products reach markets efficiently.”
Minister Hutchings echoed those sentiments.
“The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador
continues to support key economic and transportation
infrastructure – on the ground, by sea, and by air,” said
Minister Hutchings. “Access to efficient, reliable and
cost-effective trade and transportation infrastructure is
critical to ensure the necessary linkages are there for
new opportunities to take flight. I am pleased that our
government has been able to support the upgrades at
the Gander International Airport, which will significantly
boost its ability to accommodate a greater flow of goods
and people.”
GIAA Chairperson Fred Moffiit noted that the runway is

This year’s schedule includes
Tuesday departures to Punta
Cana
and
Wednesday
departures to Varadero.

Runway 03/21 was completely resurfaced as part of a $10 million
rehabilitation completed last summer.
at the heart of a regional economic engine that directly
supports 1,200 jobs in the province, including $107
million in GDP, $312 million in economic output and $70
million in wages.
“”This project was about much more than infrastruture,“
he sa.d “I’d venture that Runway
03/21 is the most important main
street in town and crucial to the
greater region and province,” he
said. “As we are fond of saying in the
aviation business, a mile of road
gets you a mile, but a mile of
runway gets you the world. We now
have a significant piece of enabling infrastructure that
will serve the airport, region and aviation community for
the next quarter century. It’s a strategic investment that
will be repaid many times over.”
The GIAA was pleased that the project was brought in
under budget and ahead of schedule.
“Our staff worked very hard through the summer to
ensure it was a success. We also thank the design and
project management team from Hatch Mott
MacDonald.”
The project tender was awarded to Clarenville-based J-1
Contracting Ltd. and Mr. Vey said the airport was very
pleased with their performance.
“I’d also like to offer praise to Jim Brown’s team from J-1
… they are true professionals who did an excellent job
for us.”
Mr. Vey also extended thanks to the airport’s tenants and
customers for their patience, flexibility and
understanding through the summer as the work was
completed.

There are few better winter escapes than the
Dominican Republic‘s famed Coconut Coast.

“Sunwing’s Caribbean service has really resonated with sun lovers in
Central Newfoundland and we posted an all-time high for Caribbean
travel this year,” said Reg Wright, the GIAA’s Director of Marketing.
“Beyond the convenience of direct departures, the timing is ideal with
a morning departure that gets you on the beach just after lunch. On
the way back, you can enjoy the morning with an afternoon departure
which arrives in the evening.”
All Sunwing vacations from Gander include flights aboard the "high
frills" Sunwing Airlines, where passengers are treated to the awardwinning Champagne Service, which includes a bon voyage glass of
champagne, hot towel service, a choice of hot meals at lunch and
dinner served with choice of wine, and complimentary in-flight
entertainment, including first run movies. For $40 more per flight
segment, travellers can upgrade to Sunwing's Elite Plus service, which
features extra leg room seats, advance seat selection, separate
check-in at a majority of airports, advance boarding, and 30 kg
baggage allowance.

Pickin’ Up Six

Irving FBO takes Top Honors
For the sixth straight year, Professional Pilot Magazine has named
Irving Aviation’s Gander FBO the best in Canada. An FBO, or Fixed Base
Operation, is a facility outside of an airport terminal designed to
service private and business aircraft.
4,500 corporate jet pilots voted to crown the best FBO based on such
categories as facilities, amenities and service. Irving’s score meant it
finished 12th in the world of all FBOs surveyed.
Passengers aboard private jets expect a certain standard of service and
the Irving Gander FBO continues to set a benchmark for customer
satisfaction. Irving’s continued success is very much about the
performance of its employees, said Irving Gander Manager Henry
Smith.
“With customers ranging from business owners, executives and heads
of state to movie stars, musicians and sports superstars, everyone is
made to feel welcome and greeted in the same marvellous
Newfoundland way,” said Mr. Smith. “Our Gander team have always
been recognized as high performers in the industry.”
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Message from the CEO
WEIGHING IN ON GANDER’S UNIQUE “TERMINAL CHALLENGES”
Let’s start with a full disclosure: I am a fan of our airport’s famed
international lounge. I appreciate the geometric Italian-imported
terrazzo flooring, the rolling 72 foot expanse of Kenneth
Lochhead’s mural Flight and Its Allegories and the Birds of Welcome
statue serving as a somber doorman to greet the world. I love the
makeup stools still at the ready in the washroom. I love the
oversized clocks, dutifully letting us know the times in New York,
Moscow, Gander and Montreal. I love the Herman Miller furniture
and the mahogany-colored paneling on the escalator, which
threw its hands up and quit ten years ago but stands as a
monument to days long past.
I love everything about our lounge; a visual time capsule that was
never buried. Every year, a style journal or a
museum curator or design buff will cast eyes anew
on the lounge and marvel at it.
Alan Elder, the curator of the Canadian Museum of
Civilization, called it “one of the most beautiful, most
important Modernist rooms in the country, if not
the most important.” The New York Times gushed,
“perfectly preserved, the terminal is a time capsule
from the heady days when travel was exotic and
airports were beacons of the future.” Artist Peter
Wilkins called it an “architectural gem” and did a full
exhibit of images on it. Bloggers and travel writers
wheel out a number of superlatives to describe it,
including “a design masterpiece.” Various design
aficionados have confessed to feeling “lounge lust”
upon seeing it.
Many of you with some grey in your hair will recall
Sunday afternoons whiled away with an ice cream
among the jet set in the international lounge. That
profound dull ache of nostalgia seated within us all is
a powerful anchor.

But to be candid, we have a terminal problem.
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For all my warmth and reverence for the international side of our
terminal, the airport isn’t happy with the domestic side of the
facility, or “new area” a some call it. We are challenged to provide
sufficient parking for a growing market. Our arrivals area is too
small and congested. We would like to offer better placement in
the terminal for our vendors and tenants. We want to move to a
behind-house baggage screening system where the scanning
equipment is located out of sight. We’d like a terminal that has
more natural light. We’d like a building that can
be heated and cooled more efficiently. Many of
our passengers, customers and tenants share
this view. We have a long list of improvements
we’d like to make to better our passenger
experience, but it inevitably conjures questions
of applying lipsticks to pigs.

Gander’s lounge elicits frothing
adjectives from design aficionados.
Some count it among Canada’s most
important Modernist rooms.

I recognize the value of our built heritage and the cultural
importance of this section of the airport. I fully embrace the
concept that our history carries currency, is a ballast for the
Gander brand and that the airport authority is, in some small way,
a curator for the airport’s legacy.
C

international lounge acquire some sort of heritage designation to
fund its upkeep, however, the lounge is ineligible because the
facility is still owned by the federal government; the airport
authority only operates it on government’s behalf.

When the Gander International Airport terminal was opened in
1959 with the blessing of the Queen, it was built to cater to a
robust level of international traffic that no longer exists. The day of
every transatlantic aircraft requiring a fuel stop is, like the Berlin
Wall, eight track players and dinosaurs, long gone. International
tech stops are still part of our business today, but they are
nowhere near the levels of the glory days.
What we are left with is an infrastructure vastly overbuilt for our
needs, both present and future. Our airport is inefficient. It’s costly.
It’s wasteful. We feel like empty nest parents in a 12-bedroom
mansion that’s fallen into disrepair.
A few years ago, we had to replace sections of ceiling in the
international lounge. It basically took a team of private detectives
to source a manufacturer for the original tile paneling. The cost of
procuring it stung. We have long fielded suggestions that the

We recently completed our 10-year Master
Plan, which assesses future demands on our
facility and what’s required to meet that. Even
with a projection of passengers doubling over
the next couple of decades, the airport would
only require one quarter of the space it now
maintains. In the interim, if you think your
home heating bill stings, consider the $1.5
million it costs to run the terminal. We have
made some headway with making dormant
space pay by renting it to various tenants and
achieved some energy efficiencies, but there are
many spaces in the airport with no practical
application.

With our priority project of resurfacing our
primary runway completed, we’ve turned our full attention to the
terminal. There are three options on the table we are exploring.
The first is a significant renovation and modernization of the
existing terminal. This would likely involve removing the “new”
terminal and using the international lounge as the primary arrivals
and departures area. This would allow us to keep the current
façade and streamline passenger throughput by offering second
floor arrivals which could accommodate loading bridges. This
might allow the best of the existing built structure to be kept and
wasted surplus space removed. However, the early structural
assessment tells us this option carries a big risk of cost overrun
and there are a frightening number of unknowns. As anyone
involved in construction knows, there’s a cost threshold you’ll
often breach where it’s easier to start anew than amend the old.
The second option is a completely new, energy efficient,
right-sized new terminal with the current airport being removed.
A completely new facility might include some features of the old
as a tip of the hat to our rich past. The third choice, a variation on
the second, involves the construction of a new terminal and
leaving the old terminal alone, perhaps in a new function.
However, the cost of properly removing the old building is also
very substantial.

THE WINNER’S CIRCLE

PEDIATRIC PLAYROOM OPEN

Our last issue of Fly Gander was our inaugural Giveaway Issue.
Lucky winners got their hands on a bunch of cool swag and travel
accessories.

The Kid’s Pediatric Playroom, made possible by a $14,000
donation from the Gander International Airport Authority, is
officially open. The playroom serves as a wonderful oasis for
children within the
hospital and features
a full selection of
games, amenities, a
beautiful view
overlooking the lake
and even an alligator
bursting through the
ceiling.

Tracey Moller of
Gander (pictured
right with Rose
Ford, Senior Lead at
Air Canada Express)
was the big winner
as she received a
trip for two
anywhere Air
Canada flies as part
of our Go Far Where
On Earth Travel
Contest (with 175
destinations, she
has a decision to
make.
Amie Parsons Mouland of Musgrave Harbour won the beautiful,
durable Frost River carryon (pictured, left). Honestly, we very
much wanted to keep it for ourselves.
We gave away GoToob travel tubes, a
pair of Bose Q2 Noise Cancelling
Headphones, gift certificates, tie
wallets, airport swag and whatever else
wasn’t fastened down around here.
A great community is being established on our Facebook page
over at facebook.com/ganderinternationalairport Drop over
and give us a like to stay current with the latest airport contests,
news, features and plenty of fun stuff.

GIAA President and
CEO Gary Vey
dropped by for a tour
and to try his hand at
the beanbag toss. He
was joined by, from
left, John Kattenbush,
VP of Finance and
Corporate Services
for Central Health;
Cindy Kelly, the
talented Central
Health employee
who loaned her artistic talents to the mural, and Raelene White,
Director of Development Foundations of Central Health.

In a perfect world of unlimited money, I’d call Gander-born
architect Todd Saunders (Have you seen what the man has done
on Fogo Island with various art studios and the inn-in-progress?
Have you seen the Aurland Lookout he designed in Norway?) and
tell him we want a brilliant new contemporary airport design that
pays homage to our past and makes eyes widen. But money is not
infinite and we manage a resource on behalf of the community
and pride ourselves on being prudent financial stewards.
While I admit to feeling the occasional pang of lounge lust, I’m not
an advocate of ostentatious, grandiose airport design. Remember
that it’s you, the traveling public, who pay for whatever you see at
an airport. At a recent conference, Westjet CEO Mark Saretsky was
asked about his favorite airport and he named Abbotsford, near
Vancouver. He said he loved Abbotsford because it reminded him
“of a Costco warehouse.” In other words, he was lecturing that an
efficient airport that doesn’t pass on its costs to the traveling
public and airline partners is as good as any. There is a recognition,
however, that an airport is a gateway to a place and its people, a
welcome mat with baggage belts, and should speak something
true, resonant and significant about both. Walking a tightrope
requires balance; but both appearance and budget must inform
such decisions.
It’s worth saying that whatever the options before us, the new
approach will be, rightfully or wrongfully, about efficiency and
money and those parameters will ultimately govern the day. I’m
fond of the old engineering response to construction projects: “We
can do this fast, cheap or good. Pick two.”
The airport authority doesn’t own the airport, we just run it on
behalf of the people. I think it’s very important that we be
transparent in sharing the challenge before us with our greater
community and that we invite suggestions, perspective and
feedback from the real owners: you.
Does Gander International Airport need a refresh or a reset?
email | veyg@giaa.nf.ca

It was not so much the arrival of publishing magnate, unheralded civil rights activist
and every man’s envy Hugh Hefner at Gander Airport that set hearts to racing. It was
his entourage. Many airports workers fondly recall the rather surreal arrival of Mr.
Hefner on the Playboy DC9 in the wee hours of the morning at Gander.
“I will always remember Hugh Hefner strolling around with his girlfriend centerfold
Barbi Benton (pictured, above) on his arm,” recalled an air traffic controller who
witnessed the arrival. “There were a bevy of Playboy Bunny flight attendants walking
around the terminal with Hefner. At 2 in the morning, this was quite a sight.”
Other airport employees enjoyed a tour of plush interior of the aircraft. “There were
more beds than seats, that’s for sure,” one witness laughed.

“We are pleased to be able to support Central Health’s endeavor,”
said GIAA Chairperson Fred Moffitt. “A hospital can be a daunting
place for a child, so our hope is that this will provide a nice
sanctuary. Hats off to Central Health for an excellent job.”

Fly Gander is the oﬃcial newsletter of the Gander International Airport Authority. We publish twice annually and print on recycled
paper. We welcome any thoughts, feedback, story ideas or photos you might have to share; reach us at marketing@giaa.nf.ca

F LY G A N D E R . C A
P.O. BOX 400
GANDER, NL A1V 1W8
709.256.6668
MARKETING@GIAA.NF.CA

FALL 2012 Newsletter Page 5 REVISED THIS ONE.ai

1

11/28/2012

11:41:07 AM

infographic

RUNDOWN ON THE RUNWAY
03/21 was
last resurfaced
in 1989

1 SUMO EQUALS
2.8 SUPERMODELS
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TIME IT TOOK
TO COMPLETE
THE PROJECT,
START TO
FINISH

LONGEST RUNWAY IN CANADA
CALGARY AIRPORT 14,000 FEET
LONGEST RUNWAY IN THE WORLD
BANGA AIRPORT, CHINA 18,045 FEET
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AT WORLD RECORD PACE, IT WOULD TAKE CHAMPION JAMAICAN SPRINTER USAIN BOLT 5
MINUTES, 11 SECONDS TO RUN THE LENGTH OF 03/21. IT WOULD TAKE A CATERPILLAR 250
DAYS TO TRAVERSE THAT DISTANCE. BUT A TYPICAL CATERPILLAR WOULD MORPH INTO A
BUTTERFLY BEFORE IT GOT AN EIGHTH OF THE WAY THERE.

By PGA standards if 03/21 were a
golf hole, it would be a Par 35.
However, given that
the runway has a 3%
downward grade, a hole
in one is a possibility.

OTHER THINGS $10 MiLLION
COULD GET YOU
Three 30-second Super
Bowl advertisements
Your own Broadway production
A new Jaguar CX75 supercar
Justin Bieber’s swanky
Hollywood Hills mansion

RUNWAY ASPHALT IS MADE OF
BITUMEN 6%
BLEND SAND 14%
STONE 33%
SAND 47%

On average, it takes 4 minutes 30
seconds for an aircraft to taxi to the
terminal after landing on 03/21.

THE PROJECT INVOLVED PAVING A DISTANCE EQUIVALENT TO A TWO LANE HIGHWAY BETWEEN GANDER AND GAMBO
AT THAT SCOPE, YOU COULD RE-PAVE EVERY DRIVEWAY IN GLOVERTOWN, LEWISPORTE AND NEW-WES-VALLEY
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Travel is really code for adventure; an exploration of
new things, new sites, new tastes, new sounds.
Many travelers make gastronomy a central part of
their trip. Oenophiles – a fancy word for people
who carry on intense love affairs with wine – will
build their vacations in Napa Valley or Bordeaux or
Tuscany specifically to ensure they are never more
than reaching distance from the stem of a wine
glass whilst on holiday. There are even legions of
devotees who build their vacations in places where
premium olive oil is produced. Hey, whatever blows
your hair back!
Beer, on the other hand, still gets a grudging grunt of
approval rather than a standing ovation, even though it’s
the world’s most consumed alcoholic beverage. But beer is so
much more than refreshment; it’s part of the DNA of a place. Beer
informs culture and, in an oblique way, defines it. What locals quaff can say a lot about a place
and makes a heady (pun intended) cultural waypoint. Local beer provides a distinct taste
(pun again intended) of a place and the people in it. And what great travel story does not, in
some way, include beer in its supporting cast?
Take this account from Fly Gander reader Frank:
“In May 2010, a friend and I were driving back to Prague from Karlovy Vary in the Czech Republic.
We spotted a sign on the side of the road which read Pivovar or brewery. We sidetracked to the
small town of Chyse to visit Zámecký Pivovar Chyše, or Manion Brewery Chyse. The brewer’s
regular beer isn't rated highly in the book Good Beer Guide Czech Republic but we were lucky to
be there when they had the special Anton beer available on tap. It was wonderful stuff! Lots of
Czech hops and flavour with a creamy white head. It was incredibly fresh. We were sitting about
ten feet from the brew kettles. We enjoyed a delicious beer in a beautiful brew pub in a pretty little
Czech town. This is why I love to travel.”
Good friends on the road, a surprise discovery, an authentic experience far from the
throbbing crowds of the tourist traps. Is this not what travel is all about?
Either way, we tapped our readers to pour up (Editor’s Note: enough cheap puns already) Beer
Abroad, their suggestions and notes on beers they tried while traveling. Some delicious,
some with a taste to rival industrial lubricant. Let’s get started. Now serving:

Pumphouse Blueberry Ale
Type: Fruit/Vegetable Beer
Where to drink it: New Brunswick
Fly Gander reader Shannon says: “I highly recommend the Blueberry Beer at the Pumphouse Brewery in Moncton. It sounds very different - in a bad way - but the Blueberry Ale
really is awesome. Blueberries? Beer? Together? A Newfoundlander’s dream.”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “Leaves lovely random blots of lace around the glass as it
melts away.”

Cristal
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Type: American Macro Lager
Where to drink it: Cuba (though it’s brewed in Peru)
Fly Gander reader Tina says: “Cristal is a Cuban staple! Honestly, there aren’t
too many brands of beer I don’t like. It does just fine on the beach in Varadero with
the Caribbean breeze in your face.”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “It has a grassiness that I tend to like.”

CMY

K

Arriving at the airport on time >
Panic attack as you race for your
flight
Eating where the locals eat while
abroad > Eating at the same
chain restaurant you have at
home

Connecting to the US
through Toronto, Halifax,
Montreal, Chicago,
Denver > Connecting to the US through the
hell that is Newark’s Terminal B

Realizing luggage has a finite lifespan and
investing accordingly > Baggage cart running
over your $7,200 vintage Louis Vuitton suitcase

Seatback entertainment > Reading aircraft
safety card 48 times

Arriving on the aircraft scent free > Having your
perfume or cologne cause widespread
nosebleeds, nausea and allergy attacks

Prague, London, Budapest > Paris, Milan,
Athens
Doing stuff > Seeing stuff

Writing an old fashioned letter of complaint to
the airline outlining your concerns > Screaming
at the customer service representative and
disgracing yourself
Staying downtown > Staying by the airport

Punta Cana > Puerto Plata
Booking a vacation through an experienced,
attentive travel agent > Booking online
yourself

A nutritious Booster Juice at Halifax Airport > A
dehydrating coffee

Traveling with just a widely acceptable
debit/credit card > Bankrolling thieves by
having a Scrooge McDuck wad of money in
your pocket

Getting home early by taking a red eye > Yet
another night adrift in a hotel

Frankfurt as your European hub > Heathrow as
your European hub

Discovering adventure and culture wherever
you find yourself > Elitist travel snobbery i.e.
“Thailand was great before all the tourists
ruined it …”

Providing occasional travel updates to friends
and family back home through social media >
Obsessively uploading every tiny vacation
detail to Facebook with such frequency you
forget to enjoy your trip

New York in November > New York in July

Saving money by booking flights well in
advance > Wasting money by booking too
close to departure
Packing two pairs of shoes; one for dress, one
for walking > Your Imelda Marcos-sized shoe
collection causing a heavy baggage penalty
Packing everything in your carryon > Checked
baggage
The Vegas Strip > Fremont Street

Checking with your long distance provider
prior to vacation > Getting charged $4,566 in
data roaming charges while in Bali
Taking time to savor a place >10 cities in ten
days
A la carte > Buffet
Deep dish pizza in Chicago > The vastly
disappointing “real” pizza in Italy
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Recognizing that
cultures differ, and
embracing those
differences > Constantly
comparing everything to
home

Window or aisle seat > Middle
seat purgatory

Imperial
Type: American Adjunct Lager
Where to drink it: Costa Rica
Fly Gander reader Leah says: “When we were in Costa Rica, ads for Imperial were
everywhere in the city of San Jose. There’s not a lot of choice there for beer. If I had to
describe it in a word, I’d say bogwater. Is that one word or two? Imperial is
doubly terrible when it’s warm. It’s like the Michelob of Costa Rica.”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “Smells like old rusted coins.”

Patronizing the same airline to earn travel
perks > Trying to charm your way into an
upgrade

Bringing a slim, point-and-click digital camera
> Lugging around an expensive, heavy DSLR

Securing your toiletries in a Ziploc > Arriving
with your entire wardrobe coated in toothpaste
and shampoo

Putting aside a small portion of your
disposable income for an annual vacation >
Hoping to pay for outstanding balance owing
on your trip with roulette wheel winnings at
the hotel casino

SPF 30 suntan lotion, applied liberally and
often > Sleepless night with skin crisped like
over-fried bacon

Free internet in hotels and airports > Being
gouged for slow, erratic wireless

Researching your destination and budgeting
accordingly > Whining incessantly about how
expensive everything is in Helsinki

The convenience of flying Gander > Walking to
destination

Harp Lager
Type: Euro Pale Lager
Where to drink it: Ireland
Fly Gander reader John says: “It’s brewed by Guinness; some people call it Guinness Light.
It’s a real icon in Ireland, like the harp on the label. It’s very light and drinkable, the kind
of beer you want when you are having more than one, if you know what I mean. If you
are in Ireland, you will have more than one, count on it. Really crisp.”
Obtuse beer snob observations:“A respectable lager, fairly quaffable, fairly sessionable.”

Pure Blonde
Type: Light Lager
Where to drink it: Australia
Fly Gander reader Gloria says: “Aussie Pure Blonde is an excellent, refreshing beer, I had the
opportunity to try it out while in Australia last month. Light but not too light. Crisp,
refreshing and - as an added bonus for those watching their weight - low in
carbohydrates. Only thing nicer was the cuddle with the koala!”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “Good to look at, diet conscious, pleasantly
bubbly, but not much depth ... blonde joke anyone?

Q. I recently flew into George Bush Airport in Houston. I’ve seen a number of
airports named for important people. Has Gander Airport ever thought of this or
been approached about it? It also got me to thinking if any airports do corporate
naming rights like sports stadiums? Like the Bell Centre or TD Gardens? – S. Humphries, by email
Prez Says: Thanks for your question. Beyond George Bush, there’s John Wayne Airport (Orange

Leffe
Type: Belgian Light Lager
Where to drink it: All over Western Europe
Fly Gander reader Harry says: “When I was in the south of France, seems like
everyone was drinking Leffe. The waiter recommended it. I guess when I asked for
a Black Horse or Dominion Ale he knew I was from away. I’m not fussy about one
beer or another, my favorite kind of beer is cold. The first taste seems a bit odd but
you settle into it and it’s pretty darn good.”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “Very peppery. Hint of bananas.”

Propeller Extra Special Bitter
Type: Strong Bitter
Where to drink it: Halifax
Fly Gander reader Rob says: “Anyone traveling through Halifax should at
least make an effort to try the local brewed Propeller Bitter, or any of the
seasonal brews, at the Propeller Brewery on Gottingen. (Editor’s note: Propeller
won multiple gold medals at the World Beer Championships.) While in
Halifax, I’d also recommend anything from the Garrison Brewery (the Red is my pick), or make
your way over the Henry House for the Granite Brewery sampler, including the Old Peculiar.
That one is surprising!”
Obtuse beer snob observations: “Bitter floral hops up front that lead into a mellow malt
backbone that doesn't overtake the taste but rather compliments the hops very nicely.”

County), John Lennon Airport (Liverpool), Logan (Boston, named after the famous general), Pearson
(Toronto), Bob Hope Airport (Burbank, California) and, perhaps the most famous, New York’s JFK.
Plenty of airports, both here and abroad, bear the names of people of historical and cultural
importance, not unlike provincial Arts and Culture centres in the region named after Premier Joseph
R. Smallwood and Canadian icon Gordon Pinsent.
We toyed briefly with an airport name change some years back, but not for the reasons you infer.
Gander International Airport is a central Newfoundland asset, belonging as much to people in St.
Alban’s or St. Brendan’s as people in Gander. We considered a name that reflected that regional
ownership and importance. Problem being, the very word Gander carries a lot of currency and
brand equity in the international aviation industry. Most every aviation professional from any corner
of the populated continents will have some understanding of Gander, its location and role. It’s quite
remarkable for a community of just over 11,000 people and very important to us.
As for corporate naming rights ... trust me, I’m not beyond any endeavor which creates revenue to
buoy the airport as a regional economic engine. I’m sure there’s someone out there with the
marketing savvy, ego, bulging wallet or any combination of the three who would like their name (or
their company’s name) to be borne by an international airport. However, it opens a wriggling
container of worms. You could end up as Pepsi, Walmart, Hilton or Burger King International Airport
… and what if we were approached by Preparation H or Lamb’s Amber Rum? I think we’ll be sticking
with Gander International Airport for the foreseeable future.

Have a question for the Prez? Send it to us at marketing@giaa.nf.ca and we’ll do our best to see it answered in a
future edition of Fly Gander.
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PASSENGER TRAFFIC UP, INTERNATIONAL DOWN
The Gander International Airport Authority is expecting to finish 2012 with a strong year for
passenger traffic. The airport is forecasting a 5 per cent year to date growth - which will represent
the highest passenger totals at Gander since 1989.
“We are pleased with the growth in our domestic market over the last half decade,” said President
and CEO Gary Vey. “We are stemming the bleed of passengers who choose to fly from neighboring
airports and there is still plenty of room to grow. We are delighted so many people are choosing the
convenience of flying Gander.”

An Air Canada CRJ takes oﬀ at Gander. Passenger traﬃc at YQX continues to grow and airport oﬃcials
are encouraged by future prospects.

READYING FOR A BIG BIRTHDAY
Way back in 1936, Civil Engineer T.A. Hall arrived on the shores of Gander Lake at Mile Post 213 of
the Newfoundland Railway. After assessing what was then a remote stand of boreal forest, he
decided that the region’s flat terrain would be the ideal location for the construction of an airport.
That airport was to become the principal catalyst for transatlantic traffic. That airport, first known as
the Newfoundland Airport, later became Gander.
Generally, historians regard Nov. 30, 1938, as the official operational opening of the airport. On that
same date in 2013, the airport will mark its 75th birthday.

A century ago, this was nothing more than a deeply wooded plateau. Next year, Gander International
Airport marks 75 years of operation.

Mr. Vey pointed to growth on the Gander-Halifax and Gander-Labrador corridors as well as strong
patronage on Air Canada’s seasonal non-stop service to Toronto and Sunwing’s winter program to
the Caribbean.
“We are working to ensure residents of Central Newfoundland have the timely, afforable travel
options they deserve,” he said. “We are very confident we’ll be introducing increased capacity from
Gander in 2013.”
While domestic growth has been positive, it has been “an extremely difficult year” for Gander’s
traditional international technical stop business.
“We’ve really seen a confluence of factors which impacted this line of business. Many of the world’s
economies are still poised on the fiscal cliff. The drawdown of military personnel in Afghanistan and
military cutbacks have really impacted the level of traffic in support of the war effort. It has been a
very difficult year on this front for the airport and the many companies at Gander dependent on
international business. While there are still niche markets with long-term promise itnernationally,
the impacts will certainly be seen on our balance sheets at year’s end.”
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GIAA Chairperson Fred Moffitt called it “a significant milestone and one well worth celebrating.
”Gander International Airport’s name conjures a certain magic nostalgia, calling to mind the
romanticism of transatlantic flight when a fuel stop at the Crossroads of the World was necessary for
planes traversing the North Atlantic,” Mr. Moffit said. “It was once among the largest and busiest
international airports in the world. While that has changed, our history mirrors the evolution of
aviation. It’s astonishing what Gander has borne witness to in the past three-quarters of a century.”
Mr. Moffitt said the airport will “celebrate its birthday with the people most important to us - our
customers and community supporters from around the region.”

PICNIC
AT THE
AIRPORT

As part of the Festival of
Flight celebrations, the GIAA
hosted the first annual Kid’s
Picnic At The Airport.
Hundreds of elementaryschool aged children and
their families turned out on
the airport lawn to enjoy a
beautiful August afternoon.
Picnic goers enjoyed hot
dogs, cotton candy, ice
cream, face painting, a fish
pond, balloons, bouncy
castles and fire truck tours.
“We are really pleased that so
many turned out to join us,
and we do hope everyone
enjoyed themselves,” said
GIAA Director of Marketing
Reg Wright. “We want to
thank everyone who
attended and all the
volunteers who came
together to put this off. In
truth, I think the volunteers
enjoyed it as much as the
kids did.
”We are alreadty planning for
next year’s picnic and hope it
will be bigger and better.”

Looking for a great Christmas
gift for the aviation
enthusiast in your life? Had a
bad case of sticker shock when
you found out the a Next
Generation Boeing 737 runs
about $50 million? Thanks to
the creative team at
Newfoundland T-shirt company
Squid Tickle, you can keep Gander
Airport close to your heart.
Among a variety of T-shirts available at
www.squidtickle.com, the company has just
released a new design featuring the throw-back,
retrolicious Gander International Airport logo from
way back in 1984.
“We produce witty and whimsical t-shirts that
connect with the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador, by referencing our unique history,
culture and language,” explains Squid Tickle
co-owner and operator Beth Oldford, pictured
rocking said shirt.

“Growing up in Central Newfoundland, we flew in
and out of Gander International Airport on many
occasions. On trips home from university during
school breaks, there was no sweeter sight than the
birds-eye view of Gander approaching in the
distance,” Ms. Oldford says. “We love the vintage
design of this 1984 logo as well as the play on
words with TOPS, the abbreviation for
Trans-Oceanic Plane Stops. The wicked cool design,
combined with the rich history of the Gander
International Airport, motivated us to reproduce
the logo on a t-shirt.”
The company borrows its name from a small
community in the Eastport Peninsula which was
renamed Burnside following a forest fire in 1912.
The folks at Squid Tickle have been kind enough to
provide us with a bunch of shirts to give away.
Enter to win a smashing shirt over at our Facebook
page facebook.com/ganderinternationalairport

GoToob Travel Tubes | $6-10
Leak-free for your toiletries. Can
also be used for condiments.
BOSE Noise Cancelling
Headphones | $250
There’s nothing better than
BOSE for tuning in or tuning out.
Lululemon Hoodie | $108
Like wearing a cloud. The most
comfortable flightsuit of all.
Rayban Aviators | $145
Classic. Timeless. Top Gun.
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and experienced people here. But it’s not always easy. Honestly, I’d
rather see four feet of snow than a quarter inch of freezing rain. Snow
is much easier to deal with and ice and aircraft just don’t mix.
How many tattoos do you have?
I have 28 at last count. I’m a very colorful young fellow (laughs). My
first tattoo was a small one of Yosemite Sam. It’s actually covered by a
larger tattoo now. Don’t ask me why I chose Yosemite Sam. There’s no
real theme to the tattoos. I have a koi fish that covers my entire right
calf. Tony Frost does my tattoos; he does all his work freehand, no
stencils. He’s a very gifted guy. Tony used to call me Mr. Tuesday
because when he did work on me, he didn’t accept any other clients
for the whole day.
Do you still find getting a tattoo hurts at this point?
Of course it hurts - it involves a needle. But your body adjusts after
awhile. I have one above my breastbone that probably hurt the most;
there’s no meat there at all.
Your most prized possession?
My two Harleys. One is 10 pounds and the other is 600 pounds. The
10 pound one is Harley, my Yorkshire terrier. My others is an ‘08 Harley
Davidson Street Glide.
What is it about motorcycles that so consumes people who ride?
I started riding motorcycles when I was 16 years old. Biking just
becomes a part of your lifestyle … it’s the camaraderie, meeting new
people, the fresh air, the open road. I really enjoy it.

Rick Yetman is what many would call a colorful character. The airport
authority’s field foreman came to YQX in 1992 to step in as a heavy
equipment operator. Rick is a capable, no-nonsense worker who
enjoys the task at hand. When he’s not piloting a sweeper or
snowplow you can find him riding his beloved Harley, getting yet
another tattoo or whipping up some spaghetti, the secret to which
he refuses to divulge.
Rick was “delivered by Dr. James Paton and born and raised in Gander
on the Armyside”, as he puts it. Today he makes his home in
Glenwood.
What’s the best part of your job?
The aviation industry is interesting and the work is interesting. We
have very experienced crews here at Gander. We have a good boss in
Danny Byrne, good supervisors and an excellent team of 16
operators. Some of them have been here a long time. In aviation,
there’s a fair amount of responsibility that comes with the job. That
means you develop a good eye for detail and that’s important.
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Does having worked as an operator help you in a supervisory role?
I’ll put it to you this way: I would never ask someone from our team to

do something I haven’t done or wouldn’t do myself in the operator’s
chair. My job involves both supervising and operating. When you
have a good crew, which we have, it makes the job a whole lot easier.
Coolest bird you saw at Gander?
The Concorde. I remember one flew into Gander and had technical
issues, so they had to fly a second Concorde in. The two aircraft were
sitting on the west ramp just as the sun was coming up behind them.
I never had a camera and missed a great photo. It was an amazing
airplane; sleek, aerodynamic, beautiful to look at.
Best vacation you ever took?
I really enjoyed a two-week motorcycle trip across the Atlantic
provinces. We had great weather with only a single day of rain. We
probably enjoyed PEI the most for the ride and the seafood.
Gander gets more snow than any city in Canada. How do you win the battle with
Mother Nature?
It all comes down to your operators and you need to keep a spirit of
perseverance and hard work. Mother Nature occasionally gets the
upper hand on us for a while, but we always win because are the
snow warriors - you don’t mess with us. We have some pretty talented

Favorite motorcycle route in the province?
My favorite is the drive to Twillingate. You can take a spin up there
and have a plate of fish and chips at RJ’s – the best fish and chips in
the province in my mind. The Burin Peninsula is spectacular for
scenery as is Gros Morne, and the stretch along the coastline on
Bonavista North toward Lumsden and Deadman’s Bay
Any dream destination on your Bucket List you haven’t done yet?
Daytona Beach during Bike Week.
Can you cook at all?
People seem to like my homemade spaghetti.
Anything special about the recipe?
Love. The cook is the secret (laughs). There’s a combination of spices
involved, but I’m not telling you. Then everyone could make it. It
wouldn’t be Rick’s Secret Spaghetti Sauce anymore and people
wouldn’t come over for dinner.

Your personal theme song?
Don’t Stop Believin’ by Journey. Who doesn’t love that song? I’m
actually a big Journey fan. They replaced lead singer Steve Perry
with a young guy who sounds identical to him. It’s uncanny.
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to keep things simple. Even today, I
don’t allow myself to be drawn
into too much detail or
swamped in a clutter of
paperwork.
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Don’t lose sight of the big
picture. Don’t get drawn too far
into the weeds. Manage the
situation, keep it simple.
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I had a good experience in the military
and am very happy I chose it. I’d
recommend it to anybody.
Post-military, I worked with the City of
Corner Brook and Parks Canada. I began
work with the airport authority as
Manager of Infrastructure in February.

“I was born in the old Burin hospital and grew up in Epworth.
One of the major reasons I joined the military was to further my
education. I have family in the military who encouraged me. After
graduating high school in 1992, I went to the Royal Military College
for my Bachelors In Civil Engineering and later completed my
Master’s at the University of New Brunswick.

The airport was preparing for the
runway resurfacing project at the time,
which worked out perfectly. Often when
you start a new position, you can spend months spinning your
wheels trying to get going. Instead, I was immediately immersed in
the airside operation and everything that governs it. It was the best
possible way to learn.
There were a few ups and downs but the runway project came in
on budget and ahead of schedule. I couldn’t be more pleased.

For combat arms in the army, the training pushes you physically
and mentally to places you never knew you could go.

The aviation industry is interesting and challenging. My early
impression is that it’s a lean industry facing very lean times.

I was stood up for duty in Bosnia and Cambodia, but it never came
through. I was finally deployed to Afghanistan in 2004.

When you consider the airport’s built infrastructure, airside
assets, the water and sewage distribution systems, the road
network it maintains, its prospects for commercial development ...
let’s say it’s a very interesting place for an engineer to work.

My third day on the ground was when Cpl. Jamie Murphy was
killed, as many Newfoundlanders will remember. There were many
tense moments. We lost men, we had rocket attacks on our camp.
The thing that really stuck with me were the Afghani kids. It was
very sad. They didn’t have a life at all, living in such poverty. They
had no childhood to speak of whatsoever.
I dreamed about those kids for a long time after my tour.
I have four kids myself. Monica is 15, McKayala is 11and the twin
boys, Matthew and Maddox, are three. Once you have children, you
forever view everything in the world through a father’s eyes.
If you are expecting Afghanistan to have a Western-style
democracy, you’re going to be disappointed. I think the country
does have the means to exist with a decent quality of life and basic
rights and freedoms for its people. Their police force and military
are growing in size and confidence.

In general, engineers are good in science and math and awkward
in social situations.
If you’re considering a career in engineering, you’ll be need to be
strong in both math and science. It’s not so much the math itself as
the logical approach math demands.
The reason engineers wear the ring is as a reminder that when
engineers make mistakes, people die. It reminds you of your
fallibility.
The best way to enjoy Terra Nova National Park is to experience
the coast. Get in the boat and go out to some of the primitive
campsites and resettled communities and spend a day with the
family.

I’d like to go back to Kabul in 20 years and see what’s changed.

As a combat engineer in the military, you do a lot of demolitions.
Explosions, as they are portrayed in movies, are out to lunch. It’s
nothing like that.

The military experience gives you discipline. It also teaches you

I did a cruise of the Western Caribbean and Panama Canal. I

generally like to keep moving and can’t sit around so I was surprised
at how much I enjoyed it. You only get to see snippets of each
country, but it’s a great way to see a lot. My wife Leah and I look
forward to going again soon.
I jog a couple of times a week but I can’t run as much as I’d like due
to my bad army knees. Our twin boys actually conspire against me
when it comes to getting out for a run.
It’s insane how energetic our three year-old twins are. They can’t
do any activity which requires them to be stationary. They are in
the cupboards or the fridge trying to haul everything out, climbing
up the stove ... the other night they were trying to get their bikes on
top of the coffee table so they could ride them. It’s non-stop. The
poor cat is terrorized. My wife and I have our hands full, to be sure.
It’s great.
Manage the twins? You manage them the same way you manage
a hurricane: tie down anything that moves and get out of the way.”

MY NAME IS Steve Rowe
I’M ORIGINALLY FROM Lewisporte
I CURRENTLY LIVE IN Montreal
MY JOB IS as an Air Canada
Network Planning Manager.
I’m responsible for
Transborder, the Caribbean
and Air Canada Vacations.
MY JOB INVOLVES deciding
which destinations and
aircraft Air Canada flies to in the United States and sun
destinations.
MY FAVORITE PLACE IN AIR CANADA’S NETWORK OF 175 CITIES is
ever-changing. Currently, my favorite is Los Angeles. LA has
great weather, excellent restaurants and the beach is not far
from the city.
I CAN’T TRAVEL WITHOUT my iPad. I don’t know what I did before I
had one. I use it to book hotels, search for restaurants and I
always have a collection of travel guides. The GPS Map function
has also been very useful for me.
MY BIGGEST TRAVEL TIP is to carry a contingency card. I keep an
emergency credit card for travel that I never use stored in my
carry-on bag just in case something happens with my regular
card. I’ve had to rely on it a few times and it certainly goes
much further than the old emergency quarter.
TO BE AN AIRLINE NETWORK PLANNIER you need good problem
solving and analytical skills. Those qualities are very much top
of the list in my profession.
MY JOB’S BIGGEST CHALLENGE is that the airline industry is a volatile
one. You need to be agile enough to quickly respond to
changes to ensure that each market served is profitable.
MONTREAL’S FAMED SCHWARTZ’S DELI certainly lives up to the hype. If
you like smoked meat, then this is the best place to get it – the
line outside is often long but usually moves quite quickly.
WHEN PEOPLE ARE TRAVELING to Newfoundland for the first time, I’ll
generally suggest St. John’s or Twillingate as a great
introduction.
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Apparently, the world as we
know it is to end this year. The
skeptics among you are issuing
derisory scoffs of doubt. The
believers have stopped paying
their bills with the knowledge
they’ll never be collected.

the Queen to play ping-pong with you.
But we guarantee you one thing: you won’t be able to fulfill
much of your bucket list from your backyard. If you think about
our average life, we traverse a tight triangle between three
points: where we sleep, where we work and where we fetch our
essential supplies. Where then, is room for adventure?

The bad news is this: be it from
a stray comet, planetary collapse, a
terrible tragedy or the natural process of aging, our time on
earth – for each and all, barring revolutionary change in medical
silence or the discovery of the fountain of youth in a suburban
mall – is ultimately finite. The question, then, is not what is to
become of us; the answer is already etched upon billions of
tombstones. The question is: what to do with the time we have
afforded to us?
Many of you will be familiar with the concept of the Bucket List,
popularized in the film of the same name starring Jack
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman*. The Bucket List – which
sounds infinitely better than Pre-mortality Priority Activities – is
an itemized collection of those things to do and see before you
kick the bucket.
If you’ve ever gone through the exercise of assembling such a
list, you’ll fast recognize that you have big pretty dreams. Some
are borne of folly or naiveté as you are now 45 pounds
overweight and wouldn’t even make the Leaf’s checking line, no
matter how bad the Leafs might be. You’ll realize that building
your own functioning cardboard rocket capable of reaching
Saturn may be beyond the capacity of physics and space. You’ll
come to grips with the fact that you won’t be able to persuade

sets your crank to turning. See Paul Simon perform in New York.
Do a 20-state search for the best fried chicken in America. Find
Nessie (have they tried a Dusty Miller and piece of bologna to
bait her yet?) Drink where Hemingway drank. Watch fencing at
the Olympics. See where the leatherback turtles hatch. Party in
Ibiza. Ride the Rockies by train. Tee off at St. Andrew’s. Throw
something off the Great Wall in China. Visit the town your
ancestors came from. Ride something other than a horse. Drive
somewhere spectacular in your dream rental car – Iceland’s Ring
Road, the Pacific Coast Highway in the US, Australia’s Great
Ocean Road.
And yes, there will be plenty on your bucket list involving that
which is most important in life: friends and family. There are also
plenty of adventures and discoveries waiting to be wheeled out
right here in Newfoundland and Labrador, the world’s greatest
extended backyard.

Travel is, ultimately, the pursuit of all things new – new places,
new people, new cultures, new tastes, new vistas, and new
experiences. In the discovery of those things new, we unlock
something in ourselves. We awaken the dormant spirit of
discovery championed by explorers, the same quality that
spirited Johnny Cabot and his buddies to traverse the North
Atlantic to discover this hard, raw beautiful rock anchored in the
cold froth of the unforgiving North Atlantic. A ship, as they say, is
not meant to be in port.
It’s a wonderful opportunity to be able to discover this big world
of ours. Ultimately, the bucket list is an immensely personal
endeavor; it’s informed by who you are and whatever it is that

So as you evaluate where you’ve been and where you want to
go, remember that it’s not the years in your life, it’s the life in
your years.
As Helen Keller said, “Life is either daring adventure or nothing at
all.”
As Hunter S. Thompson said, “Buy the ticket, take the ride.”
And the final word to the legendary Mae West, who uttered this
when asked about her celebrated life: “You only live life once,
but if you do it right, once is enough.”
Happy travels, and good luck with that list.

*Morgan Freeman is one of ﬁlm’s most accomplished and celebrated thespians. Beyond that, he’s known to be a no-nonsense, generous, down-to-earth person. Mr. Freeman, a former mechanic in the Air Force, also acquired
his pilot’s license at the young age of 65. During his last ﬂight to Gander, Mr. Freeman tried a mooseburger. By all accounts, he was impressed. Other celebrities with pilot’s licenses include Tom Cruise, John Travolta (another
favorite of Gander Airport staﬀ), Harrison Ford, Angelina Jolie, supermodel Gisele Bundchen and Hilary Swank.

Q: Why is that a rule?
A: I honestly don’t know. Maybe you can wear earbud-type headphones but not the over-ear
model.
Q: That seems like a silly rule.
A: Hey, I never came up with it! I’m sure there’s a good reason.
Q: Probably so you don’t miss the safety announcements and stuff.
A: Probably.

THIS IS HOW WE ROLL
The Gander International Airport
Authority is lucky to have the
opportunity to speak throughout the
year to a host of groups –
municipalities, tourism organizations,
chambers of commerce and historical
associations. We always enjoy the
opportunity to get out in the region
and chat with people. However, our
favorite speaking engagements have
to be with elementary school classes.
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Students, particularly those between
six and eight years old, can always be
counted on to adopt a rather
aggressive line of questioning around
aviation safety, leading us to believe
In this delightful illustration, an airline experiments with deplaning
that they have successful careers as
passengers by parachute with hopes of achieving operational efficiency. aviation security inspectors. Beyond
that, they either fail to grasp the
general rules governing aerodynamics/gravity or choose to ignore them. Some of their questions
would rattle the White House Press Secretary. On more than one occasion, we’ve exchanged a glance
with the smiling teacher as if to say, you answer these kinds of questions 10 months a year?
There’s nothing more inspiring than the exuberance of kids. Here are some of our favorite exchanges
with elementary school students from the Q&A portion of our presentations.

POPPIN’ WHEELIES

Q: Can the Air Canada airplanes do barrel rolls or loop-the-loops?
A: If they could, I don’t think they’d be allowed.
Q: Because everyone would fall out of their seats and hit their heads on the ceiling, right?
A: That, and there’d be coffee and salted snacks everywhere.

CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS
Q: Is it true that the rapper Pitbull was at the airport?
A: Yes.
Q: How much does it cost Pitbull to land his private plane at the airport?
A: Around $200.
Q: But Pitbull is rich, right?
A: I’d say so.
Q: Have the Jonas Brothers ever been at Gander Airport?
A: I don’t know.
Q: Has Justin Bieber ever been at Gander?
A: Not that I know.
Q: I hate Justin Bieber.
A: Oh.

READY FOR LAUNCH
Q: Have you seen planes at the airport with missiles?
A: Yes, we do see military fighter planes on occasion which are equipped with weapons.
Q: What about other planes? Like the ones passengers get on?
A: What do you mean?
Q: Do other planes have missiles or lasers they could shoot out the front in case they had to?
A: Why would passenger planes need to shoot missiles?
Q: Well, there could be planes in front of them going too slow so they could blast them so they
could pass.
A: I fear the day you get your driver’s license.

Q: What would happen if an airplane landed on its front wheels?
A: There would likely be an accident. By design, airplanes are meant to land on the back wheels.
Q: But they do wheelies when they are taking off, right?
A: That’s true. But they are, er, back wheel wheelies.

ELEPHANT INCURSIONS
Q: My dad almost hit a moose on the highway. Has an airplane at the airport ever hit a moose?
A: No.
Q: Has an airplane ever hit an elephant or anything big like that at the airport?
A: No. There are no elephants in Gander.
Q: Okay … but has an airplane ever hit a great big bear with big claws at the airport?
A: Generally speaking, there has never been an accident between an aircraft and any form of
mammal at the airport.

WHICH SANDWICH?
Q: When I flew on Sunwing, they gave me a free sandwich. It was really good.
A: That’s good.
Q: Do they always give free sandwiches away?
A: I believe so.
Q: Do the pilots get a free sandwich, too?
A: I suppose if there are some left over and the pilots ask for one …

ADVENTURING TO ASIA
Q: Me, my mom and dad are flying to China from Gander this summer. How long does it take to
fly there?
A: It’s about a day and a half to get to Asia from Gander.
Q: That’s a reaaaally long time.
A: I understand. It’s a long way to fly. You could bring some books to pass the time.
Q: I’d have to bring the entire library!

GETTING AN EARFUL
Q: Does wearing iPod headphones on the plane keep your ears from popping?
A: Not sure. Most people chew gum. Yawning also helps. You aren’t supposed to wear headphones
upon take-off and arrival, though.

Charlotte Kane
How old are you, Charlotte? “Uhm ... four.”
What’s your favourite TV show? “Octonauts.”
What is your favourite food? “I like carrots. Yes, carrots and french fries...and I like cheese.”
Where was your first airplane trip to? “To Poppy's!”
And where did Poppy live? “Toronto.”
Were you excited or scared? “EXCITED!!!”
Why? “Because I was really excited!”
What was your favourite part of the trip? “Watching a movie on the plane.”
How is it that airplanes fly in the air? “Like this!” (Charlotte proceeds to stick her arms straight out
on either side and run around the room.)
Did they let you fly the plane? (Incredulous) “NO!!!!”
Why not? “Because only grown-ups can fly the plane.”
What did you bring on the plane? “My kitty.” (Not an actual cat, but Charlotte’s favourite doll)
Who went on the trip with you? “Daddy and Mommy... and Kitty.”
What was Toronto like? “We went to parks and went on the slides.”
If you could fly anywhere in the world where would you go? “I would fly to Canada.”
We live in Canada. Where in Canada? “St. John's.”
Why? “I like St. John's.”
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It’s one thing to manage to get a decent
family picture, especially when Junior
insists on making frog faces and Dad
couldn’t keep his eyes open on a nude
beach. It’s quite another when your
subject is moving at speeds in excess of
150 mph and you have a window of
seconds to get the perfect shot. But when
everything comes together, aviation
photos can be breathtaking.
Gander native Mark Stares has captured
thousands of aviation images, many of
them at Gander Airport which is well
recognized as a great place to shoot
photos given the wide range of aircraft it
attracts and good vantage points. Mr.
Stares, a Federal Prosecutor who works in
St. John’s, explains his passion for aviation
photography:
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Boeing 787-881 Dreamliner [April 01, 2011]

Boeing C-17A Globemaster III, United States Air Force [May 08, 2010]

Antonov An-124-100 Ruslan, Volga Dnepr Airlines [December 21, 2008]

Gander has seen its share of aviation milestones over the years. CYQX’s selection as a site for
crosswind testing of the cutting edge 787 was also the Dreamliner's ﬁrst ever landing in Canada. The
initial 787 colour scheme was quite vibrant and really stands out in the sun. Location was key. If I had
been impatient and tried to get this shot from the other side of the runway, the photo would have
been backlit and washed out.

The C-17 Transport is one of the most common of the aircraft types seen in Gander. This C-17, from
Charleston Air Force Base, is about to touchdown on Runway 21. A 200mm lens was just long
enough to capture it from Circular Road. Setting the camera to properly expose for the red sky rather
than the plane allows for silhouette shots such as this.

The An-124 is a frequent and impressive visitor to Gander. Its sheer size and power alone make for
dramatic photos. This shot of a Runway 03 departure was made complete by the clear cold air and
the day’s last rays of sunlight. In low light shots such as this, it is important to watch your shutter
speed, otherwise you will end up with a blurry, and unuseable, photo.

“Growing up in Gander, I spent hours
outside the airport fence, watching the
world transit through. It left me with a
lifelong love of aviation and a regret that I
did little to preserve what I saw. Looking
back, I was a witness to history, or at least
snippets of it – aircraft carrying world
leaders; aircraft carrying out humanitarian
and military missions; aircraft carrying
people to new lives in a new world; and, in
hindsight, aircraft carrying the flags of
countries that would disappear into the
pages of history.
”In 1998, I finally picked up my father’s old
Canon AE-1 SLR camera and started
photographing what I was witnessing. In
2004, I switched to a digital SLR and have
not looked back. I am delighted to have
managed to preserve a bit of the history
which would have otherwise slipped
away.

McDonnell Douglas DC-8-71(F), National Airlines [July 11, 2009]

Sepecat Jaguars, Indian Air Force [July 2, 2004]

Panavia Tornado, GR.4 Royal Air Force [May 15, 2010]

“While I take photos primarily to preserve
a record, every now and again the light,
location and subject will come together to
produce an image that borders on art.”

The DC-8 has been connected to Gander since its ﬁrst transatlantic passenger ﬂights over 50 years
ago. This Stretch 8 is among the last of the breed still ﬂying. Five decades on, it still looks sleek and
current. This shot was taken from Circular Road as it was heading north on Taxiway Echo. The sun
only favours such shots in the early morning, or just before sunset on long summer days.

The Indian Air Force chose YQX as the western terminus of its ﬁrst transatlantic ﬁghter deployment.
The six Jaguars, two IL78 tankers and two IL76 transports were enroute to the Cope Thunder
exercises in Alaska. This historic shot was possible thanks to the terminal’s observation deck. The
photo would not have had the same impact if shot from ground level.

This was one of three Tornados departing Runway 31 on their way home from training in the
United States. Ordinarily, photographing aircraft (especially ﬁghters) early in their take-oﬀ run is
very diﬃcult due to heat haze radiating from the tarmac. Here, however, the miserable weather
prevented the haze, provided some drama, and helped highlight the Tornado's afterburner. For
shots like this, centering the lens on one of the holes created by the chain link fence is essential.

We asked Mark to select his six favorite
shots from his vast library and provide a
little commentary on each.
He also shared some invaluable tips for
shooting aviation subjects.
“It’s about much more than having an
expensive camera,” Mark explains. “In
reality, good photos come from
photographers who have taken the time
to learn the basics; the camera is merely a
tool. As in anything, practice makes
perfect.”

1 tLighting is key. Ideally, you want a sunny day, with the sun behind you as you release the shutter. If the sun is behind

4 t Location, location, location.

2 t A DSLR is not mandatory but ideally you will want camera gear that can cover focal lengths of roughly 28-300mm.

5 t Websites such as flightaware.com are great for finding out the details of many civilian movements

your subject, you will end up with horribly backlit photos. The hours just after sunrise and just before sunset provide the
best light of the day.

3t

Whatever camera you have, learn how to use it without resorting to the green auto settings. For best results, stick
with iso 100-200, a shutter speed of 1/500s or faster (for prop aircraft you may wish to try a little slower to blur the props),
and an f stop of 1-2 stops narrower than your lens’ widest aperture.

Gander is one of the most accessible airports for spotting. Spend some time
looking around the perimeter roads to determine the best places for either the static, taxi, departure or approach
shots you are looking for. The approach ends of Runways 21 and 31 are the most accessible and, coincidentally,
the primary runways for landings.
through YQX. The truly dedicated can pick up a simple air band scanner to get the full air traffic picture. Knowing
when aircraft are due to arrive can cut down on a lot of waiting and frustration.

